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The Editor-in-Chief: South African Medical Journal 
28 Main Road
Rondebosch 
7700

25 September 2012 
Dear Professor JP van Niekerk
Re: “The pharmacokinetics of anti-tuberculous drugs given enterally in patients requiring intensive care”

Please find attached our manuscript entitled “The pharmacokinetics of anti-tuberculous drugs given enterally in patients requiring intensive care” for consideration by the SAMJ. 

South Africa still has one of the highest recorded incidences of Tuberculosis. The mortality rate of patients admitted to the intensive care unit (ICU) with active disease can be as high as 65%. Yet, there is practically no published data on the pharmacokinetics of anti-tuberculosis drugs in this setting.

Our study is, to the best of our knowledge, the first to provide some insight into the absorption of fixed dose combination standard anti-tuberculous treatment in the critically ill patients. We believe that our findings should be of particular interest to doctors practicing in South Africa, as only Rifampicin is currently available in an intravenous form in the country, and therefore specifically chose the SAMJ, as it is widely read and respected locally. 
All authors give consent to publication, and fulfil the necessary requirements for authorship. There are no financial or other conflicts of interest and, in addition, the manuscript has not been published elsewhere nor is it currently under consideration by any other journal.

Kind regards, 
Coenraad FN Koegelenberg (corresponding author)
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