Table I. Underlying causes of death by ICD-10 chapter, 2004

	ICD-10 chapter
	N
	%

	Neoplasms
	287
	29.2

	Diseases of the circulatory system 
	243
	24.7

	Certain infectious and parasitic diseases
	110
	11.2

	Diseases of the respiratory system 
	76
	7.7

	Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases
	67
	6.8

	Diseases of the digestive system 
	49
	5.0

	Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period
	45
	4.6

	Diseases of the genito-urinary system 
	42
	4.3

	Diseases of the nervous system
	25
	2.5

	Congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal
      abnormalities 
	13
	1.3

	Diseases of the musculoskeletal system and connective tissue
	11
	1.1

	Mental and behavioural disorders
	4
	0.4

	Symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical and laboratory findings
	4
	0.4

	Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs and  immune
      mechanism disorder
	3
	0.3

	External causes of morbidity and mortality
	3
	0.3

	Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue
	1
	0.1

	   Total
	983
	100.0


Table II. Frequency of major and minor errors found in death notifications, 2004

	Type of error
	N
	%
	95% CI

	Major error – serious

	   No acceptable underlying cause of death
	170
	17.3
	14.9 - 19.7

	   Competing causes
	146
	14.9
	12.6 - 17.1

	        At least one serious major error 
	317
	32.2
	29.3 - 35.1

	Major error – other

	   Improper sequencing
	236
	24.0
	21.3 - 26.7

	        At least one major error
	446
	45.4
	42.3 - 48.5

	Minor error

	   Absence of time interval
	967
	98.4
	97.6 - 99.2

	   Underlying cause listed but description not specific
   enough
	78
	7.9
	6.2 - 9.6

	   Mechanisms with underlying cause
	202
	20.6
	18.0 - 23.1

	   Abbreviation used
	105
	10.7
	8.7 - 12.6

	      At least one minor error excluding absence of
      time interval 
	338
	34.4
	31.4 - 37.4

	      At least one minor error
	967
	98.4
	97.6 - 99.2


[Please set the bold bits in bold in this table]

Table III. Association of serious major errors with age, sex, department and cause of death based on univariate analysis and logistic regression

	
	              Univariate analysis
	   Logistic regression

	Characteristic
	    N
	%
	95% CI
	p-value
	     OR
	95% CI
	p-value

	Sex
	
	
	
	0.334
	
	
	0.801

	  Male
	484
	33.7
	29.5 - 38.0
	
	1.0
	-
	

	  Female
	499
	30.8
	26.7 - 34.9
	
	1.0
	0.8 - 1.4
	

	Age (yrs)
	
	
	
	0.003
	
	
	0.039

	  <5
	73
	20.5
	11.1 - 30.0
	
	1.0
	-
	

	  5 - 44
	194
	32.5
	25.8 - 39.1
	
	2.8
	0.5 - 15.0
	

	  45 - 54
	162
	32.1
	24.8 - 39.4
	
	3.6
	0.7 - 19.4
	

	  55 - 64
	218
	25.7
	19.8 - 31.5
	
	2.6
	0.5 - 14.0
	

	  ≥65
	336
	39.0
	33.7 - 44.2
	
	4.5
	0.8 - 23.9
	

	Ward
	
	
	
	<0.001
	
	
	0.562

	  Neonates
	64
	20.3
	11.3 - 32.2
	
	2.3
	0.3 - 17.0
	

	  Medical general
	206
	43.7
	36.8 - 50.8
	
	1.8
	1.2 - 2.8
	

	  Medical specialised
	253
	25.7
	20.4 - 31.5
	
	1.9
	1.2 - 3.1
	

	  Surgical
	190
	34.7
	28.0 - 42.0
	
	1.4
	0.9 - 2.2
	

	  Casualty
	270
	30.7
	25.3 - 36.6
	
	1.0
	-
	

	Causes by ICD-10 chapters
	
	
	
	<0.001
	
	
	<0.001

	  Neoplasms
	287
	13.9
	10.1 - 18.5
	
	1.00
	-
	

	  Circulatory
	243
	31.7
	25.9 - 37.9
	
	3.4
	2.1 - 5.5
	

	  Infectious and parasitic

     diseases
	110
	34.5
	25.7 - 44.2
	
	4.3
	2.3 - 8.0
	

	  Respiratory
	76
	38.2
	27.2 - 50.0
	
	4.7
	2.5 - 9.0
	

	  Endocrine, nutritional and

      metabolic
	67
	68.7
	56.2 - 79.4
	
	17.2
	8.7 - 34.0
	

	  Digestive
	49
	44.9
	30.7 - 60.0
	
	6.3
	3.1 - 12.9
	

	  Perinatal conditions
	45
	17.8
	0.8 - 32.1
	
	3.4
	0.8 - 15.0
	

	  Genito-urinary
	42
	71.4
	55.4 - 84.3
	
	17.3
	7.8 - 38.2
	

	  Other
	64
	42.2
	30.0 - 55.2
	
	5.8
	2.9 - 11.5
	

	       Total
	983
	32.2
	29.3 - 35.3
	
	
	
	


OR = odds ratio; CI = confidence interval.


























































