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Th e Mediterranean (or blue) mussel Mytilus 
galloprovincialis is the most notable of 85 
alien marine species documented in South 
Africa. First recorded in 1979 in Saldanha 
Bay, it probably arrived attached to an oilrig. 
It expanded rapidly and now extends from 
northern Namibia to East London. It is 
commercially cultured in Saldanha Bay. Its 
ecological eff ects are a mixed bag. For indigenous 
mussels, it is a serious competitor for space. It 
excludes large limpets by crowding them out; 
but small species of limpets fi nd shelter in its 
beds (as is evident here), and have increased in 
number. For the rare and endangered African 
Black Oystercatcher, it constitutes an additional 
source of food, and their reproductive success 
has risen since its arrival.

Photo and text: George Branch 
Email: mbranch@mweb.co.za
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