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The Marsh Owl Asio capensis often occurs in the
same habitat as the African Grass Owl but, unlike this
species, it is not strictly nocturnal and may emerge
to hunt in the late afternoon and on heavily overcast
days. It is the only gregarious southern African owl;
sometimes as many as 25 birds may be seen hunting
in the same area. Its long wings enable it to maintain
a slow, buoyant, quartering flight, and prey - mainly
rodents — is caught with a quick pounce. Like the
African Grass Owl, the nest is on the ground in rank
grass and 2 - 5 eggs are laid. The young often leave the
nest hollow and disperse before they are able to fly to
reduce the risk of predation on the entire brood.

Photo and text: Peter Steyn
Email: peregrine@ mweb.co.za

CONTENTS

Contents listed in
INDEX MEDICUS (MEDLINE).
EXCERPTA MEDICA (EM BASE).
BIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS (BIOSIS).
SCIENCE CITATION INDEX
(SCISEARCH). CURRENT

CONTENTS/CLINICAL MEDICINE
Unless otherwise stated, opinions expressed
in the editorial columns of the SAM] should
not be taken as reflecting official South
African  Medical ~ Association  policy.
The appearance of advertising in the
Association’s publications does not denote
a guarantee or an endorsement by the
Association of the products or the
claims made for the products by the
manufacturers.

Subscription rates
Local subscriptions R936.00 p.a.
Foreign subscriptions R2 112.00 p.a.
Single copies R85.00

Members of the Association receive the
SAM] only on request, as part of their
membership benefit.

Subscriptions: Tel. (012) 481-2071
E-mail: members@samedical.org

The SAM] is published
monthly by the
Health and Medical Publishing Group
(Pty) Ltd,
Co registration 2004/0220 32/07,
a subsidiary of SAMA.

28 Main Road (Cnr Devonshire Hill
Road), Rondebosch, 7700

Please submit all letters and articles
for publication online
at www.samj.org.za
Tel. (021) 681-7200.

Fax (021) 685-1395. E-mail:
publishing@hmpg.co.za
Website: www.samedical.org
© Copyright: Health and Medical Publishing

Group (Pty) Ltd, a subsidiary of the
South African Medical Association

Use of editorial material is subject to the
Creative Commons Attribution —
Noncommercial Works License. http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0

Creda Communications Pty Ltd

Fspv

April 2011, Vol. 101, No. 4 SAM]




