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The Barn Owl Tyto alba is the most widely distributed creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0
land bird in the world - 35 sub-species have been
recognised. As its name suggests, it is often associated PRINTED BY TANDYM PRINT

with human habitation, where it breeds in old buildings
and also in mine shafts, hollow baobabs and disused
Hamerkop nests. It is a rodent specialist, and piles of SPQ
regurgitated pellets accumulate at roosting and nesting

sites. Its eerie shrieking calls at night have given rise to spv
many superstitious beliefs about it. The clutch is usually

about 6 eggs but, in years of rodent population explosions,
as many as 12 young may be raised.
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