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Once described as ‘the owl with the lovely voice’, the African Wood-Owl Strix woodfordii is more often heard than seen. During the day it roosts 
immobile in thick cover and is easily overlooked. After dark, the presence of a pair is revealed by a series of melodious hoo-hoo, hu,hu,hu,hu 

notes, usually in duet. This species is the only southern African owl found in forest, but it also inhabits thick riverine woodland. Insects comprise 
a large part of its diet, but it also preys on small rodents, frogs and birds. The nest is a hole in a tree, and usually two chicks are reared who 

remain with their parents for several months after leaving the nest.
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