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Not far from Sossusvlei in the Namib Desert is
Dead Vlei, which formed many centuries ago
when the Tsauchab River flooded after heavy
rains, creating shallow pools where trees came
to grow. Over time the climate changed, severe
drought struck, and sand dunes surrounded the
pan, blocking it off from the river. Most of the trees
died, although some hardy plant species, such as
salsola and !nara, which can survive from mist
and very occasional rainfall, survived. The dead
trees are from 500 to 900 years old, blackened
by the sun, but did not decompose because of the
extreme dryness.
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