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collection, which is housed in the department, The Nagin
Parbhoo Museum of Anaesthesia.

Throughout his career Magin contribated mmach timne amed
effort to the wider aspect of professional life. He played am
important rale in the affairs of the South African Scdety of
Araesthesiologists (3434 both locally, where he served as
Western Cape Bramch Chairman in 1990, and matiomally as
Councillor. In 1987 Magin was invited to be the Sodety's
Homomary Archivist and in this capadty be authored the
Society’s history in a publication, Five Decades — The 54 Socicty
of Avaesthbetists 1943-1993. This book was launched at the
Sodety’s Jubilee Congress and has been widely distributed
locally and interreriorally

In 2002 Magin was awarded the Degres of Doctor of
Medicine by UCT for his thesis The Deparimant of Anaesthesia,
UCT 1920-2000. A Hisfory.

The South African anaesthetic fraternity cwes a great deal
to Magin for the legacy he left through his meticulously
researched history of the development of araesthesia at TICT,
Cape Town and South Afica.

Bamnily life was a pricrity in Magin's life. He is sarvived by

Peter Gordon

Mthato Motlana
{16/02/1925 -

AV11/2008)

HMthato Botlana’s important
rale in the Scuth African
aaral] mermrad i s i

We wish to highlight his
critical role in the success of
Fedical BEducation for South
MESAE was a privabe co-operative effort of South Africans
and Armreticare that began in 1985 to increass the pitihally
small rumber of South African black health poofessionals
and thereby improve health care for the undersereed black
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commnurity. Dr Motlare savr this effart 2= preparation for

a post-apartheid South Africa where blacks would play a
health care for all South Africans. In its 27-year hisbory MESAB
provided assistamce to abouat 10 000 black individuals, enabling
skills. MESAR also introduced a pionesring mentor programme
for disadvantaged students as well as providing support o
and training for the care of HIV /ATDS patients.

A founding Trustee of MESABR/ South Africa, Dr Motlana
served s Chaimman for 15 years, leading a aoss-section of
highly respected health professiorals. His particdpation,
endorsement, and leadership in the dark days of apartheid
lent credibility to the effort which was suspect at first both in
the eyes of those who advocated “liberation before edwcation”
advoecated education as an instrument for cvercoming
owr history as a poor black boy taken under the wing of a
white Jewish teacher who recognised and nurhared his talents,
paving his fees. He twice stood trial with Mandela and others
in 1952

Although MESAE was not his first pricrity among his
mamy other activities, we marvelled at the time he gave the
remarkably short wisits. His advocacy helped to persuade
Amnerican donors like George Sores to comtribute to MESAE.
He kept a fearful schedule and slept little. When we asked how
hie could get by with so litle sleep, with a smile be sid, Wy
grandmother told me I'll have plenty of time to sleep when I'm
dead’

His examnple wrs an inspiration to the young stadents and
made them proud to be part of the ‘MBESAB family’. They woer
thrilled to meet hirm in person.

We cherished Mthato's friendship. When we frst met almost
400 wears ago, he was ore of two Black gereral practifiorers in
Sowreto., We wividly recall cur Brst wisit to his surgery =arly ore
evening. A long lime of patienits waited cutside. Irside, a singl=
izt bulh hanaine o thes ceiline fihimingt=d hisz offie=
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Along with his acute and cogent comments on all metters
of interest to us, he always brought a smile to our lives. We

will newer forget cur pleasure in having Mtbato and his wife,
Tanele, wisit us at home in Palo Alto, Califooria.

Dir Mtharto BMotlara — a true herol The world will miss bim.

Joy and Herbert Kaiser
MESAF funders
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