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John Donald Graham

John Donald Graham was born, grew up and went to school in
Lichtenburg in the Western Transvaal.

Despite his Scottish name John was at heart an Afrikaner,
conservative by nature but by no means blind to their faults,
and was never afraid to say so.  The principles installed in him
as a boy stood him in good stead throughout his life — he was
a stickler for etiquette.  The welfare of his patients and the
satisfaction of his surgeons were always of prime concern.

But dour he certainly was not — he could be cynical and
sarcastic to the extreme, but this was always tempered by a
delicious and at times wicked sense of humour.  He had the
gift of being able to approach a problem — be it medical, social
or political — from an angle no one had ever dreamt of and
would derive immense pleasure from debating this with
whosoever would dare or be willing.

After qualifying at the University of Pretoria (UP), he went
into general practice in Frankfort for 8 years and Bethlehem for
4 years, during which time he obtained a Diploma in
Anaesthetics at the Royal College, London.  In 1968 he
returned to the UP to specialise in anaesthesiology and was
awarded the African Oxygen Gold Medal for the most
distinguished candidate in the final of the FFA College of
Medicine, South Africa.  Thereafter he passed the MMed
(Anaes) at UP cum laude — two most remarkable achievements
about which most of his colleagues are quite unaware.  He then
joined a large partnership practice in Pretoria.

During this time he indulged in his hobbies of model
aeroplanes, and duck-hunting during the cold winter months
in the Free State. His idea of an overseas holiday was to go to
Bavaria and spend the entire time in the Porsche factory.

Shortly after entering private practice he served as an
external examiner at the College of Medicine FFA and it was
common knowledge that at one stage he was invited to apply
for the Chair in Anaesthesiology at UP.  After much soul-
searching he declined and remained in  full-time practice until
1991 and in  part-time practice until 2001 when he retired due
to ill health.

John is survived by his wife Ann, daughter Sandra and sons
John and Bobby.

We can only offer them our sincere condolences and assure
them that he is sadly missed both as a friend and colleague.

John Williams

Roy David Allan

Roy Allan was born on 19 December 1927,
the second of three children. As a young
boy he showed a keen intelligence and
sensational hunger for knowledge. After
discovering the public library, his search for
truth and knowledge persisted for the rest
of his life.   He showed exceptional talent
for drawing and music and won many

prizes at regional eisteddfodau. As a 14-year-old he won the
medal in the senior's section for piano. 

He matriculated at the age of 15 years, and enrolled as a
medical student at Witwatersrand University where he was
soon absorbed and accepted into a crowd of young Jewish
students.   He visited their homes regularly and became
fascinated by all forms of Jewish tradition and religion.

Many of his fellow graduates became distinguished
specialists and practitioners in South Africa, the USA and Israel
including Dennis Glauber, Bunny Tebatsnik, Walter Levy and
others. 

Roy spent his internship at Pietersburg Hospital, after which
he worked for two years as a medical officer for a number of
asbestos mining companies.   Exposure to white asbestos dust,
with which the roads were covered, resulted in extensive
pleural plaques, which in later life caused severe respiratory
problems.   

Soon after his marriage in 1954 he left for London where he
obtained his Diploma in Anaesthetics. Thereafter he worked for
some months for Anglo American at the Nkana Hospital in the
Copper belt of Northern Rhodesia. In order to gain enough
time for registration as a specialist with the SAMDC he spent
some years in the Anaesthetics Department at Karl Bremer
Hospital. He eventually entered private practice and for close
on 40 years worked with many famous surgeons including
Francie van Zijl, Muller Botha, Ben Dreyer, Herman Claassen,
Jacques Roux,  Delamaine du Toit and the legendary urologist,
Japie Joubert. 

As an accomplished painter he had two very successful one-
man shows apart from a number of group exhibitions. 

Due to a serious personal crisis in his midyears he joined
AA, where he encountered the slogan ‘through prayer and
meditation I shall regain my sanity’.    He joined the Buddhist
movement to follow the philosophy and meditation, gaining
tremendous inner peace and tranquillity. 

Despite severe and increasing health problems he retained
his sense of humour and joie de vivre. He was a well-known
sight on his scooter in the City Bowl and especially the
Waterfront, where he loved to sketch and paint the ships and
yachts. 
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In early January he developed an abscess which led to
septicaemia and recalcitrant pneumonia.   He died peacefully
at home on 10 February 2003, surrounded by his devoted and
caring family practitioner, his partner and his two beloved
dogs, Timmie the Dachshund and Lady, the Maltese Poodle. He
leaves his ex-wife, four children, seven grandchildren as well
as Deon Knobel, his close companion for 39 years. 

Maria Massing, Fellow Retired Anaesthetist
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Jane's Mass Casualty Handbook: Hospital. Emergency
Preparedness and Response. By Joseph A Barbera and Anthony
G Macintyre. Pp. 344. US$34. Jane's Information Group, Ltd.
2003. ISBN 0-7106-2592-8.

Practical Child Psychiatry. The Clinician's Guide. Edited by
Sharon Taylor, Kenneth Nunn and Bryan Lask. Pp. xiii + 381.
£35. BMJ. 2003. ISBN 0-7279-1593-2.

Cataract Surgery. By Andrew Coombes and David Gartry.
Fundamentals of Clinical Ophthalmology. Series Editor Susan
Lightman. Pp. xiii + 218. Illustrated. £60. BMJ. 2003. ISBN 
0-7279-1201-1.

Strabismus. By Frank Billson. Fundamentals of Clinical
Ophthalmology. Series Editor Susan Lightman. Pp. xv + 102.
Illustrated. £45. BMJ. 2003. ISBN 0-7279-1562-2.

Kangaroo Mother Care. A Practical Guide. Dept of
Reproductive Health and Research, WHO. Pp. 48. Illustrated.
Sw.fr.15./US$13.50. WHO. 2003. ISBN 92-4-159035-1.

Safe Abortion: Technical and Policy Guidance for Health
Systems. WHO. Pp. 106. Sw.fr.30./US$27. WHO. 2003. ISBN 92-
4-159034-3.

Human Leptospirosis: Guidance for Diagnosis Surveillance
and Control. International Leptospirosis Society. WHO. Pp. v +
109. Sw.fr.30./US$27. WHO. 2003. ISBN 92-4-154589-5.

Books Received
The receipt of these books is acknowledged, and this listing must be
regarded as sufficient return for the courtesy of the sender.  
Books that appear to be of particular interest will be reviewed as space
permits.  The SAMJ does not publish unsolicited reviews.

Notice to Contributors
The SAMJ endeavours to reflect the original sentiment and vital
facts of submitted obituaries, letters to the editor and book
reviews. We regrettably cannot give contributors foresight of
edited versions prior to publication. Obituaries should
preferably be submitted via email to news@samedical.org and be
no longer than 350 words. 

WHY BUY BOOKS FROM HMPG?
More than in any profession the doctor is required
to be a life-long student. Medical science is
perpetually evolving. In order to remain at the
forefront of their profession, and in order to offer the
service to their patients that they deserve, doctors
need to stay abreast of techological and scientific
developments in their respective fields.

1. Let us find the books you need for your
continuing medical education.

2. Let us develop lists of titles around your 
speciality.

3. We offer automatic discounts to SAMA
members, thereby providing the SA doctor with
the best rates on international publications.

4. We have access to all the world’s top publishers,
and we are able to source any title in print.

HMPG—Top Ten Bestsellers
1. Harrison’s Principles of Internal Medicine
2. Stedman’s Concise Medical Dictionary 4th ed. 

+ CD
3. Abbreviated Guide to the Management of HIV

infection
4. Making Sense of the ECG
5. Washington Manual of Medical Therapeutics

30th edition
6. Oxford Handbook of Clinical Medicine
7. Clinical Anaesthesiology
8. Interpretation of Diagnostic Tests
9. Differential Diagnosis in Primary care
10. Illustrates history of surgery

Being an association of doctors, our mission is to
assist the SA doctor in providing world-class

healthcare to South Africans. The book
department at SAMA - HMPG was specifically

created to service the need that doctors have for
up-to-date information in their specific fields.

HHeeaalltthh  &&  MMeeddiiccaall  PPuubblliisshhiinngg  GGrroouupp  OOff
TThhee  SSoouutthh  AAffrriiccaann  MMeeddiiccaall  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn

PPhh::  002211--553300--66552277
FFaaxx::  002211--553311--44112266

EE--mmaaiill::  ffppaallmm@@ssaammeeddiiccaall..oorrgg
IInnffoo  &&  OOrrddeerrss::

ffppaallmm@@ssaammeeddiiccaall..oorrgg

Forum Nov_03  11/6/03  11:50 AM  Page 843


