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Statement of support for Professor Glenda Gray and
the principle of academic freedom of speech

As scientists, academics and policy experts, we are committed to
being part of the complex policy response and debate on dealing
with the epidemic of SARS-CoV-2 (the cause of COVID-19) in
South Africa. We recognise that it is impossible to have perfected the
response to the epidemic, but course correction should be rapid and
not defensive. With that in mind, we condemn the specific threat
made against Prof. Glenda Gray for expressing her opinion in public,
which is totally out of step with the public pronouncements made by
the President, welcoming criticism. We uphold the right to academic
freedom of speech, and call on the South African government to
engage openly with alternative views, and for all of us to urgently
work towards constructive solutions regarding policy, in the interests
of the country.

Prof. Francois Venter

Ezintsha, sub-division of Wits Reproductive Health and HIV Institute,
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa
fventer@wrhi.ac.za, venter.francois@gmail.com
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Dr Fareed Abdullah, Director: Office of AIDS and TB Research,

South African Medical Research Council

Prof. Sumaiya Adam, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University of
Pretoria

Dr Khatija Ahmed, CEO, Setshaba Research Centre

Prof. Kate Alexander, South African Research Chair in Social Change
and Director: Centre for Social Change, University of Johannesburg
Prof. Cathi Albertyn, School of Law, University of the Witwatersrand
Prof. Lucy Allais, Professor of Philosophy, University of the
Witwatersrand, Henry Allison Chair of the History of Philosophy, UCS
Shafrudeen Amod, Clinical Pharmacist and Health Law, University of
KwaZulu-Natal

Dr Chris Archer, CEO, South African Private Practitioners Forum
(SAPPF)

Dr Cecile Baard, GB aesthetic medicine, private practice, Pretoria

Lee Baker, President and on behalf of the South African Society of
Travel Medicine

Dr Scott Barker, Private practice, Cape Town

Prof. Karen I Barnes, Division of Clinical Pharmacology, University of
Cape Town

Prof. Dan Barouch, William Bosworth Castle Professor of Medicine,
Harvard Medical School, Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard,
Director of the Center for Virology and Vaccine Research; Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center

Dr Peter Barron, School of Public Health, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Michael Barrow, Orthopaedic surgeon, private practice

Prof. Linda Basson, Department of Zoology and Entomology,
University of the Free State

Dr Zaheer Bayat, Head of Internal Medicine, Head of Endocrinology,
Diabetes and Metabolism, Helen Joseph Hospital and University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Linda-Gail Bekker, Director, Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation,
University of Cape Town

Dr Peter-John Berlyn, Paediatrician, Kimberley

Prof. Chris Beyrer, Desmond M Tutu Professor in Public Health and
Human Rights, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health,
Baltimore, MD, USA; and Past President, International AIDS Society,
International Co-Chair for AIDS 2016 in Durban, South Africa

Priya Bhana, Perinatal HIV Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Haroon Bhorat, Development Policy Research Unit, University of
Cape Town

Dr Geoffrey Bihl, Nephrologist, private practice, Western Cape

Dr Duanne Blaauw, School of Public Health, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr John Black, Infectious diseases physician at Livingstone Hospital
and University of Cape Town

Dr Michael Blackburn, Specialist anaesthesiologist, private practice,
Johannesburg

Dr M Blaylock, Medical manager, Manguzi Hospital, KwaZulu-Natal
Prof. Frikkie Booysen, School of Economics and Finance, University of
the Witwatersrand

Dr Johan Botha, DermAfrica

Natalie Bracher, Hutchinson Centre Research Institute of

South Africa

Prof. Keith Breckenridge, WISER, University of the Witwatersrand
Dr David Brittain, Clinical haematologist, private practice,
Johannesburg

Prof. Adrian Brink, Head, Department of Medical Microbiology,
University of Cape Town

Garth Brink, Family physician, Durban

Dr Sarahan Brophy, private GB, Sea Point, Cape Town

Dr Susan Buchbinder, Prof., Medicine and Epidemiology, UCSE,
Member, Executive Management Team, HIV Vaccine Trials Network
(in USA)

Dr Suvarna Buldeo, Clinical pathologist, KwaZulu-Natal

Prof. Catherine Burns, Associate Professor of Medical History; Adler
Museum of Medicine; Faculty of Health Sciences, University of the
Witwatersrand

Mr Hennie Butler, Department of Zoology and Entomology, University
of the Free State

Prof. Lydia Cairncross, Department of Surgery, University of Cape
Town
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Dr Robert-Tan Caldwell, Physician, Knysna

Dr Alistair D Calver, Internal Medicine, Tshepong Hospital,
Klerksdorp, and University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Daniela Casale, School of Economics and Finance, University of
the Witwatersrand

Prof. Sarah Charlton, School of Architecture and Planning, University
of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Nithaya Chetty, Dean, Faculty of Science, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Sean Chetty, Executive Head, Department of Anaesthesiology
and Critical Care, Stellenbosch University

Dr Frank Chidawanyika, Department of Zoology and Entomology,
University of the Free State

Prof. Usuf Chikte, Emeritus Professor, Department of Global Health,
Stellenbosch University

Dr Wezile Chitha, Assistant Dean: Strategic Affairs, Co-Director:
Health Systems Enablement & Innovation Unit, Faculty of Health
Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. T E Cloete, Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research, Innovation and
Postgraduate Studies, Stellenbosch University

Prof. Daryl Codron, Department of Zoology and Entomology,
University of the Free State

Dr Jacqueline Codron, Centre for Environmental Management,
University of the Free State

Dr Jenny Coetzee, Perinatal HIV Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Jason Cohen, Deputy Dean, Faculty of Commerce, Law and
Management, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Francesca Conradie, Clinical HIV Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Demitri Constantinou, Professor: Sports and Exercise Medicine
and Director: Centre for Exercise Science and Sports Medicine,
University of the Witwatersrand

Emeritus Associate Prof. David Cooper, Sociology, University of Cape
Town

Prof. Co-Pierre Georg, School of Economics, University of Cape Town
Prof. Ashraf Coovadia, Chief Specialist and Head of Department

of Paediatrics and Child Health, Rahima Moosa Mother and Child
Hospital and University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Larry Corey, Past President, Fred Hutchinson Research Center;
and Principal Investigator of the HIV Vaccine Trials Network

Prof. Mark Cotton, Department of Paediatrics and Child Health,
Stellenbosch University

Prof. Keith Cowan, Director, Institute for Environmental
Biotechnology, Rhodes University

Prof. Vernon Coyne, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology,
University of Cape Town

Prof. Mary Crewe, Centre for the Study of AIDS, University of Pretoria
Prof. Reza Daniels, School of Economics, University of Cape Town

Dr Aslam Dasoo, Progressive Health Forum

Prof. Joel Dave, Head of Division of Endocrinology, University of Cape
Town

Prof. Mary-Ann Davies, Director, Associate Professor and Public
Health Medicine Specialist, Centre for Infectious Disease Epidemiology
and Research, University of Cape Town

Halima Dawood, Head of Clinical Unit: Infectious Diseases, Grey’s
Hospital

Prof. Danie de Klerk, Assistant Dean, Faculty of Commerce, Law and
Management, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Albie de Frey, Senior Honorary Lecturer in Travel Medicine at the
School of Public Health, University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Wim de Villiers, Rector and Vice-Chancellor, Stellenbosch
University

Prof. Thea de Wet, Sr Director: Centre for Academic Technologies
(CAT), University of Johannesburg

DrJ C de Witt, Paediatrician

Prof. Ames Dhai, Professor of Bioethics, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Janan Dietrich, Perinatal HIV Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Rowan Dunkley, Paediatric consultant, Red Cross War Memorial
Children’s Hospital

Prof. Paul Dunne, School of Economics, University of Cape Town

Dr Jenny Durandt, GB, family medicine tutor, University of

Cape Town

Dr Rob Dyer, Cardiologist, Durban

Niles Eaton, HIV Vaccine Trials Network at the Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center

Andries Engelbrecht, HIV Vaccine Trials Network

Prof. David Everatt, Wits School of Government, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Gail Faller, Paediatric rheumatologist. Wits Donald Gordon
Medical Centre, Johannesburg

Prof. Emeritus Susan Fawcus, Senior Scholar, Department of Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, University of Cape Town

Dr Hannetjie Ferreira, MDR/XDR TB Unit, North West Province
Dr Stephanie Fischer, Anaesthetist, Johannesburg

Dr Judith Flett, Anaesthesiologist, Pretoria

Prof. Pier Paolo Frassinelli, School of Communication, University of
Johannesburg

Prof. John Gear, ex Head of Public Health, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Tim Gebbie, Department of Statistical Sciences, University of
Cape Town

Dr Daleen Geldenhuys (Kotze), Specialist physician/medical oncologist,
private practice

Dr Huub Gelderblom, Physician, HIV Vaccine Trials Network, Seattle
Prof. Jaya George, Head of Chemical Pathology, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Rhodé Gerber, General practitioner, private practice, KwaZulu-
Natal

Prof. Nico C Gey van Pittius, Vice-Dean: Research and
Internationalisation and Professor in Molecular Biology, Dean’s
Division, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Stellenbosch
University

Dr Elna Gibson, Paediatrician, Hermanus

Dr Janet Giddy, Family physician. Cape Town

Prof. Peter Gilbert, Principal Investigator of the Statistical Data
Management Center, HIV Vaccine Trials Network

Dr Katherine Gill, CRS Leader, Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation,
University of Cape Town

Prof. Daryl Glaser, Political Studies, School of Social Sciences,
University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Debbie Glencross, Department of Molecular Medicine and
Haematology, University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Gregg Gonsalves, Yale School of Public Health, New Haven, USA
Dr Dean Gopalan, President, Critical Care Society of South Africa
Dhevium Govender, HCRISA, HIV Vaccine Trials Network

Prof. Robin Green, Chairman, School of Medicine, University of Pretoria
Dr Pamela Groenewald, Burden of Disease Research Unit, South
African Medical Research Council
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Dr Michelle ] Groome, Senior clinical researcher and medical
epidemiologist, Respiratory and Meningeal Pathogens Research Unit,
University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Adam Habib, Vice-Chancellor, University of the Witwatersrand
Dr Scott M Hammer, Harold C Neu Professor of Infectious Diseases,
Columbia University, Irving Medical Center; Member, Executive
Management Team, HIV Vaccine Trials Network

Dr Lucia Hans, Clinical virologist, Molecular Medicine and
Haematology, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Sian Hartshorne, President, South African Society for
Dermatological Surgery; and University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Woltemade Hartman, Clinical psychologist and Executive Board
Member of the International Society of Clinical Hypnosis

Prof. Mark Hatherill, Director, South African Tuberculosis Vaccine
Initiative, University of Cape Town

Dr Yolandie Hayden, Private practice, Pretoria

Prof. Kim Hein, Emeritus Professor, University of the Witwatersrand
Prof. Inga Hitzeroth, Deputy Director, Biopharming Research Unit,
Department of Molecular and Cell Biology, University of Cape Town
Dr Temlett Hockey, Paediatrician, Paarl

Dr Ronald Hockman, Anaesthesiologist, Gauteng

Prof. Nicola Illing, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology,
University of Cape Town

Prof. Robert Ingle, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology,
University of Cape Town

Prof. Charles Haddad, Department of Zoology and Entomology,
University of the Free State

Prof. Shireen Hassim, WISER, University of the Witwatersrand
Prof. W F Harris, Emeritus Professor, University of Johannesburg

Dr Rebecca Hodes, AIDS and Society Research Unit, University of
Cape Town

Dr Cara Hollander, Prime Hearing, University of the Witwatersrand
Kathryn L Hopkins, Perinatal HIV Research Unit, Faculty of Health
Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Mitchell Hughes, School of Business Sciences, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Jannie Hugo, Department of Family Medicine, University of
Pretoria

Prof. Tracy Lynn Humby, School of Law, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Barry Jacobson, Head, Clinical Haematology, National Health
Laboratory Service

Prof. Ian Jandrell, Dean, Faculty of Engineering and the Built
Environment, University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Jonathan Jansen, Stellenbosch University

Dr Candice Jansen van Rensburg, Department of Zoology and
Entomology, University of the Free State

Dr Bhavna Jasmat, Paediatrician

Dr Zainub Jooma, Department of Anaesthesia, Charlotte Maxeke
Johannesburg Academic Hospital and University of the Witwatersrand
Prof. Stephen Jurisich, Head: School of Statistics and Actuarial
Science, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Eb Kader, Neuro and General Interventionalist, Department of
Neurosurgery, University of Cape Town; and Faculty of Medicine,
Stellenbosch University

Prof. Kathy Kahn, School of Public Health, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Bavesh Kana, Personal Professor, University of the Witwatersrand
Dr Yatish Kara, Paediatrics, Chairman of the South African Private
Practice Forum

Prof. Jonathan Klaaren, School of Law, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Hester C Klopper, Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Strategy and
Internationalisation, Global Health, FMHS, Stellenbosch University
Prof. Uma Kollamparambil, Head, School of Economics and Finance,
University of the Witwatersrand

Emeritus Prof. Beverley Kramer, School of Anatomical Sciences,
University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Anna Kramvis, Director, Hepatitis Virus Diversity Research Unit,
Department of Internal Medicine, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Nico Mostert Kritzinger, General practitioner, Klerksdorp

Prof. Mariana Kruger, Executive Head, Department of Paediatrics and
Child Health, Stellenbosch University

Prof. James Kublin, Executive Director of the HIV Vaccine Trials
Network; Medical Director of the Malaria Clinical Trials Center

at Seattle Biomed; Professor of Global Health at the University of
Washington

Dr Richard Kyte, Orthopaedic surgeon, Wits Donald Gordon Medical
Centre

Dr Anita Lai, Private practice, sessional rheumatologist at Helen Joseph
Academic Hospital, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Erica Lazarus, Perinatal HIV Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Anthony Leaman, School of Economics, University of Cape
Town

Prof. Murray Leibbrandt, SALDRU, University of Cape Town

Prof. Johann Lemmer, President, Council for Sexual Health
Professions, South Africa — on behalf of >20 colleagues at CSHP
Engelbert le Roux, HCRISA

Prof. Naomi Levitt, Emeritus Professor of Endocrinology, University of
Cape Town

Prof. Anthony Leysens, Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
Stellenbosch University

Dr Carien Lion-Cachet, Family physician, joint appointee, ] B Marks
Sub-District DoH and Department of Family Medicine, University of
the Witwatersrand

Prof. Theresa Lorenzo, Disability Studies and Occupational Therapy,
Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Cape Town

Dr Susan Louw, Department of Molecular Medicine and Haematology,
University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Gary Maartens, Head of Clinical Pharmacology, University of
Cape Town

Prof. Shabir Madhi, Professor of Vaccinology and Director of the MRC
Respiratory and Meningeal Pathogens Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Gloria Maimela, Director Health Programmes, Wits Reproductive
Health and HIV Institute, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Mookho Malahleha, Deputy CEO, Setshaba Research Centre

Prof. Helder Marques, Faculty of Science, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Troy Martin, Chief of Staff, Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center, HIV Vaccine Trials Network (in USA)

Ms Velashka Martin, Faculty of Commerce, Law and Management,
University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Neil Martinson, Perinatal HIV Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Dr Moeketsi Mathe, Private practice; lecturer, University of the
Witwatersrand
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Dr Catherine Mathews, South African Medical Research Council;
and School of Public Health and Family Medicine, University of
Cape Town

Prof. Richard Matzopoulos, Chief Specialist and Co-Director:
Burden of Disease Research Unit, South African Medical Research
Council

Fatima Mayat, Perinatal HIV Research Unit

Dr Elizabeth Mayne, Department of Molecular Medicine and
Haematology, University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Marc Mendelson, Head, Division of Infectious Diseases and HIV
Medicine, University of Cape Town

Prof. Colin Menezes, Academic Head, Department of Internal
Medicine, School of Clinical Medicine, Faculty of Health Sciences,
University of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Thaddeus Metz, Distinguished Professor, University of
Johannesburg

Prof. Gesine Meyer-Rath, HERO, University of the Witwatersrand
Prof. Adam Mahomed, Head of Internal Medicine, Charlotte Maxeke
Johannesburg Academic Hospital and University of the Witwatersrand
Dr Marinda McDonald, Private practice, Johannesburg

Prof. Juliana M McElrath, Professor and Director of the Vaccine

and Infectious Disease Division, Senior Vice-President of the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Member, Executive Management
Team, HIV Vaccine Trials Network

Dr Kirsty McHarry, Private practice, Knysna

Prof. James McIntyre, School of Public Health and Family Medicine,
University of Cape Town

Dr Kate Mclachlan, General practitioner, Somerset West

Dr Gary McMichael, Specialist physician/medical oncologist, private
practice, Flora

Dr Ruchika Meel, Consultant cardiologist and Post-Doctoral Carnegie
Fellow, Cardiology, Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital and University
of the Witwatersrand

Prof. Shaheen Mehtar, Emeritus Professor, Stellenbosch University
Minja Milovanovic, Perinatal HIV Research Unit, University of the
Witwatersrand

Prof. Tessa Minter, College of Accountancy, University of Cape Town
Prof. Duncan Mitchell, Emeritus Professor of Physiology, Faculty of
Health Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand

Dr Kirsten Mitchell, Specialist anaesthetist, private practice

Prof. Valerie Mizrahi, Institute of Infectious Disease and Molecular
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